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| imbiko Tembo, a highlg rcsPectcd educator,
social activist and advocate of cultura”y~groundcd
education who dedicated t!‘n’rtg years of her life to
the vocation of teacl’ring
and institution—builcling,
was born in Watts,
Ca]igornia, Mag 3,1958
to Mr. &Mrs. Oscarand
Ar\/ino|a Neal. | imbiko,
whose birth name was
| aurinda Neal, grew up
in ComPton, gracluatecl
from (Gardena fﬂigh
School and went on to
studg at(California State
Universitg, Long Beach.
T here she carneda B.A.
in [ iberal Arts witha
Clear Multiplc Subjcct
Teaching Crcdcntial in 1981 and continued post-
grac{uate sPccialization studies in social and cultural

cliversitg in education.

At CSU | B, | imbiko took a class with Pro?essor
and then chair of the DcPartment of Black Studies, Dr.

Maulana Karcnga, who is also the creator of Kwanzaa
and the Nguzo Saba, Tl-nc Sevcn Frinciples, Her
continued stuclg and work with him in the organization
Us and its related institutions and the resultant
cleve|oPment of their close Friendship was, accorcling to
her conversations with her other friends and co”eagues,
aturning Point anda c{ccply transformative cxPcricncc in
herlife. Hername cl‘langc to Limbiko Tcmbo reflected
this transformation, a coming-into-consciousness and
commitment to African ways of understanding and
engaging the world.

| imbiko embraced Dr. Karenga’s Phi!osophg of
Kawaicla and the Nguzo Saba which stressed recovery
of the best of African culture for Paracligms, Perspcgtivcs
and Principlcs; the ccntralitg of cultura]grounc{ing; social
justice; social change; and striving constant|3 to bring
forth “the best of what it means to be African and
human in the world”. APPlging this to education, she
stressed respect for the dignity, culture and Potential
of each student; intellectual exce”cncc; Positive value
orientation; and the use of lcnow_lec]gc in the interest of

community, society and the world. She aPPIiec] these

: \ \\\\ Ta nzia ~ Obituarg

Principles and served forthree decades at the Kawaida
5cl‘!oo| of African American Culture as teacher, vice-
Principa! and Principa], as well as in her Public school
instruction.l imbiko
taught Public school at
Roosevelt Elcmcntar9
in ComPton and then at
Fl Rincon Elcmcntar5
in Culver Citg, earning
Praise from PrinciPa|s,
fellow Facultg, sta”,
students and Parents
as an excellent and
dedicated teacher and
a genuinelﬁ good and
gentle person. She
was esPcciaug Praisecl
for her abilit9 to work
with what was called
«difficult students” and was rcgular|3 assigncc{ and also
requcsted the most cha”enging students. ]n aletter of
commendation from Parents of one of her students to
F I Rincon and the Culver Citg School District, she
is Praiscd as “aremarkable teacher” who “has the ability
to Placc herself in the role of her stuclcnts, regarc“ess :
of cu|ture, academic abilit9 or clisabih’tg”. Moreover, it
says “she has heIPed students to succeed who have not
been successful academica”g or behaviora”g in other
classrooms” and “transForm(ed) students who were
disruptivc and not Perf:orming or on task” and “ . it is
unbelievable”.

Dee 13 committed to continuouslg lcarning and
slﬁaring the richness, c{iversitg and value of African
culture and insights of K awaida Phﬂosophg, Limbii(o
studied K awaida; the African classical scared texts,
the [Husia and Oclu l]ca, translated and edited bg Dr.
Karenga; and became a Scba, a moral teacher in the
K awaida~-Maat tradition. 5!’16 also took seminars
at the Kawaida [nstitute of Pan-African Studies,
taught advocacg class Forincoming members of (Js and
lectured at conferences and other forums on Kawaida

educational Philosoplﬁg.



Moreover, Limbiko lectured and conducted
communitg and educators’ woricshops on tcaching and
cclcbrating Kwanzaa and the Nguzo Saba at various
venues. 5!‘!6 taught cultural workshops for children at
the Watts Summer [“estival and organizec] and taught a
majorchi!clren’s wori(shop on K wanzaa atthe u5 Fost
Office’s unveiling of the first K wanzaa Stamp at the
Museum of Natural History, the site of the unvciling.

As| imbiko l’xelpec[ cxpand the K awaida Pl’lilosopl’ug
of education, she was also influenced bg the writings of
Dr. Mar3 Mcl eod Bethune, Dr. Anna Julia Cooper
and similar African American educators. |n a lecture
on the role of education and the cssentialitg of women
educators in the rocess, she stated “Marg Mchod
Bcthune said that ‘Knowlec{ge is the Prime need of the
hour and AnnaJuha CooPer said that ‘women are vital
to the regeneration and progress of the race’. Anc{
we, the women and educators of (s are still Fo”owing
them. We are still stressing the indispensabihtg of
quality education for a good life and a decent and
dignitg~aﬁcirming 1iving‘ And we are still stressing the
esscntialitg of women to our People’s education and to
our restoration and movement forward on the quard
Paths of our ancestors”.

|n her commitment to Movement activism for a just
and good society and world, over the years, [ imbiko
assumed various roles and resPonsibditie& T hose

included her Posi’cions as: executive circle member

of Us; and board member of the African American
Cultural Center and the National Association of
K awaida Organizations. Furthermore, | imbiko was
a member of the NAACF, the Coa|ition in SUPPor’c
of Haiti, Committcc for E_ciuitable and Sustainablc
Dcvelopment in Africa, and the |nternational Black
(CoalitionforFPeace and Justice. Shealso Par‘ticipated
in numerous other community and Pubhc Projects and
demonstrations for socialjusticc and positive social
clﬂangc.

|n addition, as an active advocate of women’s
rigl‘lts, | imbiko was a Founcling member of the Senut
Sisterhood, a Sisterhood of the World African
Communitg; ateacher and mentorinits Majanc!o (rites
of Passagc) program Forgounggirls, aswell as amember
of the lntcrnational Black V\/omen’s Congrcss and the
National Council of Negro women.

Fina”g, |_imbiko was co-founder and co~PuElisher,
with her sister and friend, (Chimbuko T embo, of the
Universitg of Sankore Fress, an independent press
committed to continuing the historical 1ega<:9 of African
5cholar5hip and lcarning of its ancient namesake,

ublis!‘n’ng books on continental and c{iasPoran African
life, culture and his’corg‘

Some of | imbiko’s favorite activitics were reacling,
studging the Husia and Odu [fa, going to the beach
and marina, and enjoying the awesome sight, spray
and spell of the sea, long conversations with Familg
and friends, word games and game shows, clining at the
finest restaurants and trave”ing abroad andinthe (].5.
including E_ggpt, Africa; ]xtaPa Zihuatancjo, Mexico;

ancouver, (_anada and [Jawaii as well as regulartrips
to New York, San [rancisco, San Diego and other
resort cities.

[_imbiko Passcd fo”owing a courageous strugg|e
with ovarian cancer. She made her transition June
16 at home surrounded by members of her immediate
extended Famil\(j‘ Sheis survived 133 her parents, Oscar
and Arvinola Neal; her sister Pam Neal-Robinson; her
brothers Melvin and Anthony S Neal; herniece, ]ngrid
Robinson; and her ncPl‘lews Ant]‘wong I, Kristophcr and
Christian'Neal; her uncle Ra|Ph Smith Jr‘ and other
uncles and aunts.

She also is survived by her immediate extended
1Camilg, Dr. Maulana Karcnga, Tiamogo Karcnga,
Chimbuko T embo and Thanagi Karcnga, as well as
her Iargcr extended Fami|9, the advocates and members
of Us: Sanifu Adetona, T habiti Ambata, Sikivu
Auston, | ulivu Jac‘i, MPinduzi K huthaza, Mshujaa
Kumogo, Mshinda Nymcu, Adili Kil(onclja, K ojo
Kikondja, Thema Kikoncﬁa, [Hasani Soto, Aminisﬁua
T ambuzi, Robert T ambuzi, Wasifu Tangulhcu, Malaika
Tawasulci, and UJima Wema, and many |oving friends.

|n lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the

central focus of Limbiko’s work, the K awaida SCl‘IOOl

of African American Culture (SOFFAAC) which
will be renamed J he | imbiko T embo K awaida School

of African American Culture in memory and honor of
her.



{"‘-\ | ibation for | imbiko | embo:

\ i, Fraise~ on ForanAFrican Frincess
5 g

Dr. Maulana Karenga

This is a libation, sacred words and water,
spoken and Poured in remembrance and honor,
in ever-growing
gratituc{e, ever-
enc]uring love
and everlasting
aPPreciation of
you, [ im biko

Tembo, our sister,

sPecia| and beloved
friend, partner and
sharcholder in
things goocl and
sacred, you who
have Passed in
peace and have
risen in radiance in
the heavens. And it
isalsoa Praise~song
Forgou, an Alcrican Princess, whose rogaltg is rooted
inher rigl‘nteousness, andwhois rega! thru the good
she gives and does in the world.

| et us stand up and say it now in the voice
and vision of our ancestors. \WWe must not be silent
at the setting of this sun, the transformation and
transition of this bright star into a SPecial form of
energy, light and life we call divine sPirit. We must
sPeak of the goocl she brougl’rt and will continue to
bring into the world.

]n the words of our ancestors: Bagec’e‘
Homage to you, rogal one. Bayede wena omnyama.
r’iomage to you beautiful B|aci< one; Wena
waPlﬂaUﬁati, you in the center of our life and Iove;
Wena wohlanga, you a descendent of the original
ones. Bagede. We pay l’\omage to you, rogal and
righteous one. Olungilego akaqeclwa. The good
and righteous one is never defeated or undone,
even }39 death.

We pay homage to you, Limbiko Tembo,
you Kawafcla woman, cultura”g rootecl, etl’:ica”g
groun&ed and selLde?ining. You who cherished
sisterhood, reinforced ?amilg and community, built
a worthg man and woman Partnership in love and
strugg]e, and made social service and social action
inc{isPensable aspects of your sel)c~un&erstancling

and self-assertion in the world.

We Praise you, | imbiko T embo, in your
sel]c~naming in the context of your culture and
the reimcorcing
embrace of your
most Precious
re|ationships.
Your name is an
announcement of
your coming-into-
consciousness,
an uP|i¥ting,
|i¥e~changing
awareness of your
Africanness, a sign
ogyour commitment
to African ways of
understanc{ing and
asserting goursel{:
in the world.

African Princess, K awaida woman, with your
se|¥—naming, you called 5oursel{: into }Jeing again,
into a new beginning in the world. You followed the
advice and urging of the ancestors who say in the
sacred teachings of the Odu [fa, “Reconstruct
5oursehc. If we are given birth, we must bring
ourselves into }Jeing again”.

Yournameis Limbiko, signi?gingancl agirming
your se|F~unders’cancling as a treasure trove of
goodness, a gooc{ness stored up and set aside for
a sPeciaI giving, keeper of a Priceless good that
Promises to constantlg increase even as it is shared
in Persor\al and collective ways. We Praise you for
5ourgood, gentle ancljog~bringing soul.

ourname | embo signiﬁes and affirms your

membership in the ancient and noble [Jouse of

T embo Mkuu, T he Gireat Elephant, Ndumahlezi,
Thunder~\/\/hi1e~5itting; an ancient order of
teachers of the clearand sacred word; reluctant, but
ever~reac19 so|c!iers; keepers of the tradition with a
!ong memory; and a quiet strength that stretches
out constant|3 to gentlg guic]e, com?ort, Protect
and care for others in the most |oving, resPechCul
and resourceful ways. You have honored well this
ancient]camilg, this brotherhood and sisterhood and
most ancient order. We share the same name and

commitment.



[ imbiko T embo, let us now raise up the seven
rogal and rightcous names we your loved ones give
you for the goocl you and we, the Oc{u ]ga tells us,
have been Aivinclg chosen to bring, increase and
preserve inthe world. T hese are names written in the
hearts and minds of the Peop|e, virtues and values
which will weigh well for you in the divine scales in
the f’ia” of Maat.

We know and honor you first as Mwa/imu,
teacher, sPcaker of the clear and mind-o >ening
word, instructor in lessons of life and living, careful
cultivator of the love for |eaming; righ’mcu”y attentive
to the culture, the clignity and respect~demands of
everyone; daring to give sPcciaI rank and relevance
eventoan inFant; Scba, moral teacher of the sacred
word, tireless teacher of the good, the rig}‘wt and the
Possible and continuous student of the ancient
teachings for insfght, instration and ever—c{eeper
unclerstanclings.

Yourname is also MP?/I; constant giver of the
goocl. The Oclu [fa says o]cyou, MPaji, the constant
giver, «Ofun, the giving one, is giving out goodncss
evergwhere. And she does not make noise aboutit”.
You are, the ancestors taught, she whoin wanting to
do wonderful things, observed the ways of heaven,
which gives good evcrgwherc and for everyone.

We remember and raise your name as5fmba,
lion-spirited soldierwho did not see herself as such,
but entered the field of action in the defense and
cleve|ol:>ment of our Peop|e with a sense of clestiny
and dutg wor‘thg of Praise and emulation; and who
wagecl alife and death battle Forfourgcars against
a dcac”g disease without complaint or concession.
The |ioness, 5cu7met, Protector of the Pcop]e and
the culture which brings theminto being and sustains
them is your name also.

We call you too, Jama/aj woman of infinite
grace, c|cgancc and Poisc, chooser of the rig]')t and
refined word, attentive to the gcnt|e, the soft and
supplc, the delicate and smootl’r, the tender and
“too goocl to be true” without being weak, artificial

or unreal.

What Can I do to help?
Love and Work.
Seba Limbiko Tembo

Your name too is Ba/ozi, honored
ambassador, refined rePresentative of ourinterests,
relation-builder, Patient listener, sPeaicer of words
that reconcile, rcPair, rejoin and set things right. |t
is your heart and mind, the sacred [TJusia says, that
cause you to ac{vance; it was your character that
kept you out front.

Nasiha, steadfast friend, wise and faithful
counseloris how you have also defined 3ourse|1c; a
bringer O‘CJOB and a conversation o)cjustice; ta”<ing
and Practicing love and strugg]e; Fincling solutions
where tlﬂcg are incomplete or absent; wanting and
worlcing hard and happﬂg for the good with and for
the other a|wags‘

| imbiko T embo, as we slow|3 lift ourselves

up off the grouncl of our griexc and stand up to go
forward for and with you in your new and different

resence in our lives and the worId, we will look and
listen for you evergwlﬂerc and all the time. We will
feel youin wind and rain; see 9ourIti inthe Iegacg of
work and memories you left us; and heargourvoice in
every value-orientation and conversation on AFrican
culture we encounter. ]ncleed, as ] whisperccl in your
ear before you were enveloped in that awesome
flash of ligl'lt and love, “We will a|wags be togctl‘xer
in this life and the next and surelﬂ we will see each
other in the A]Crica of our ancestors. Tutaonana

kwenge A}Crika wa babu zetu.”

HoteP. Ase. Hcri.



Aglorious sPirit in heaven
A continuing Powcr‘Ful resence on earth
Justi{:ication in the Eivinc domain.
Resurrection after death.
These are the ghcts of the righteous ones.
And riglﬁteous are those who receive them.
T hey will be counted among the ancestors.
T heir name shall endure as a monument.
Ancl what they’ve done on earth

sha” never PCTiSl"I or PaSS awag.

The Sacrec‘l Husia

“l give thanks for family and friends like you. Thank you for always
being so thoughtful ancﬁ(inc{‘ Your concern and support brighten my
dag andggour acts and words of kindness brighten my ite.

For t}'xis, ]give thanks.”

~an unsent note b

Seba | imbiko T embo

Thc US Family grategung ackow|ec{gcs the many cormcorting words and
numerous acts of kindness exPressecl 53 Farni|3 and friends.
Asante, asante nyingi na baada ya asante mc!’xanga wa Pwani ni haba.
Tl’\anks, many thanks and comPared to the many times we say thanks,

the grains of sand on the seashore are few.

African American Cultural Center (u:s)
3018 West48% Street, | os Angeles, C A 90043
Phone (323) 299-6124; Fax (323) 299-0261

“Mag the good | imbiko left, last forever”



