]n Love & Memorg of

618% [December 13 ~ 6249 November 16
10152, December 13—~ 2009 November 16

MAZIKO
T ransition Service

At ato]

(aiven Li{:c Foreverand [ ver




Nguzo Saba

The Seven Principles

X
R

Umoija
Unity

D

Rujichagulia

Sclf-Determination

oo

Vijima
Collective Work and
Responsibility

§

Viamaa
Cooperative Economics

Nia

Purpose

Kuumba
Creativity

t

Imani
Faith

Dr. Maulana Karenga
Creator of Rwanzaa

sUIMPE.T

J{ INEL Al

A e W

Hali{:u !iglﬂting a candle at the
Communitg Umcja (umtg) Night
(elebration

X &
[re=ifgit |

]:ounclers of (/ls at Kuanzislna
( Founders’ Dag) at the
African American Cultural
Center (US) [tor: SEgidi,
NeApiialiana; Falif dhd
[Hekima

[Halifu at the 30th Annual \Watts
Summer [“estival

Tommy Jacquette [Halifu, Jamil
Abdullah Al-Amin (H. Rap
Brown), Maulana K arenga and
Amiri_Jomo Shambulia at the
first (Jhuru Day Rally (1967) to

commemorate the Watts Revolt at

the Us heaclquarters.




IDADA

Ordcr of Service

6249 November28 ¢ 2009 November 23

Ngoma na Taamuli - Music and Mcditation

T ambiko
| ibation for the Ancestors

Kha~em~hotep
Rise up |n Radiance and Peace

Masomo - Reac]ings
T he Sacred Husia
The Sacred Odu |fa
| _etters to the Living
| etters to the Living
The Sacred [usia

Mawazo - Reflections

T anzia - Obituarg

T aabini - Eu]ogg

Ahadi ya K wisha
Closing (ommitment

Ngoma ~Music

Seba Dr. Maulana Karenga
Oﬁ:iciant, Temple of Kawaicla

Seba Dr. Maulana Karenga

5€ba Tiamoyo Karenga

Seba T ulivu _Jadi

| atrecia Denise Jacquctte Mclall
Damian T illman Jacquette

56!33 Cl’]imbui(o Tembo

Familg and Communitg

Derek ]__ Jacqucttc

Julienne [fe Jacobs Jacquctte
Kagmomj Jacquet’ce

Shani Jacquct’ce Freeman

Juba Tﬂalifu Jacquette Muhammad

Ecba Dr. Mau]ana Karenga

The Communitg



T anzia -

Obituarg

ommy Jacc‘uét’ce—HaiiFu,

executive director of the
Watts Summcr Festiva] forover
40 years and i’iighiywespected
social activist, community orga-
nizer and veteran of the Watts
Revolt, was born in | os An-
geles, il &%) December 13, to
Ragmonc‘ Jacquet’ce and Ad-
die Henson. T he oldest of six
children, he grew up in Watts,
attended 116% Street [ lemen-
tary School, GomPers Junior
High School and Riis Senior

question, the Watts Revolt,
1965 August 1 1-17, whichwas
sParked, as in other parts of
the country, by police brutality.
Marquette [rye, the central fig-
ure in the Revolt, (along with his
mother, Rita [Frye, and brother
Ronald [Frye), was a close friend
of Tommy’s and T ommy readily
joined in community resistance
to the mistreatment and arrest
of them, which was perceived as

another exampie OF POliCC abuse

Higi—i SCi'iool. [He often used

Riis and its rePu’cation as a last chance oPPor‘tunitg
for eciucating “difficult” Houth asa teaciﬁing moment to
exPiain how he moved from there, street-wise and on a
fasttrackto tragcdg, towhere he eventua“y found him-
self—in the middle of the Movement for the liberation

and emPowerment ofhis People afterthe Watts Revoit.

Tommg continued his education later, taking
classes at Los Angeles Citg Co”cge, Los Angcies
Trade Technical Co“ege, Fepperdine Universitg
and (California State Univcrsitg, FPomona. e also at-
tended various seminars on critical social issues to stay

abreast with current tiﬁinking and i:inclings inthese areas.

The turning Poin’c in Tommy’s life was, without

and ]:)rutaiitg.

Thc Rcvo]t became for
Tommfﬂ and others, a context for consciousness-rais-
ing, mobilizing, organizing, meeting other activists and
}Juilciing soliclaritg, and aciclressiﬂg other critical issues
of racism, economic exP]oitation and social irjustice in
genera]. Tomm3 became alive to a whole ‘nother world
of interests, activities and Possibilities as he embraced

it eagcrly.

Giiven this aPPrcciation forthe exPansivc meaning
of the Revolt, he rejectccl ca”ing it a “riot” and insisted
on it being called a “rebellion” and “revolt”. “A riot is
a drunken brawl at USC because ’ci‘ieg lost a foot-
ball game”, he said. “But the Revolt had a iegitimate

purpose. |t was a response to Poiicc bruta]it3 and



social exploitation of
a community and of a
people”.

T ommy emerged
in the midst of the
aftermath of the Revolt
as a youth organizer
and leader. With his
bestfriend, K arl K ey-
[Flekima, his brother
T homas [Henson,
Klen Msema_ji and
others, he formed the organization S| ANT (Self-
Determination and Leaéership for All Nationalities

Toclay). ]t was a name that rePresentecl the grand
thinking and clreaming attached to 3outh in gencra] and
Tommy in Particular. He thought ]arge and constantlﬂ

searched forothers whose imagination matched his own.

SLANT, under T ommy’s leadership and work-
ing within the contextof T AL O (T emporary Alliance
of |_ocal Organizations), initiated the founding of the
Community Alert Patrol (CAP). CAF was created
to monitor police and involved patrolling the streets
with cameras and recorders and documenting police
behavior, advising people of their rights and maintain-
ing a battery of volunteer lawyers to assist. | his was
putin place a few months after the Revolt and became
the modelfor other organizations in the Bay Area and

elsewhere who later did likewise.

Tommy was also a Founding member of the orga-

nization (]s and cited his study of K awaida Philosophg,

Ken Msema_ji, Tommg [Halifu and Maulana Karenga at an earlg
meeting of US/SLANT

| o his work in and for

(Js and his mentor-
ing bg Dr. Maulana

Karenga, as another

turning Point in his
life. He counted as
a fundamental Part
of his self-formation
his exPerience and
lcarning in the or-

ganizationa] context

of (Js. He studied
organizing at the Social Action T raining Center
with Walter Bremond ([Founder of the Brotherhood
Crusade), Dr. John Davis and Dr. Karenga; and
studied Swahili at [Fremont Adult School; as well as,
K awaida Studies in leadership, cultural revolution and
social change at the African American Cultural Cen-
ter ((Js) and the K awaida |nstitute of Pan-African

Studies (Us) with Dr. Karenga.

Jn K awaida Pl—]ilosophg he found a critical and
reagirming way to understand and aPProach the world.
|narecentinterview, he said “|tis my beliefin K awaida
that has given me the strength and tools to keep go-
ing...(and)...the courage to continue the struggle”. e
is in the context of K awaida’s stress on grounding in
African culture that Tommg chose his African name,
[Halifu, which in Swahili means rebellious, resistant,
oPPositiona] and defiant. And bg extension, it meant
for him, “steadfast resister~to~irjustice” and “auda-

cious breakeﬁo{;unrighteouswu!es”.



Halifu receiving a Malcolm X award for ]caclership.

[Halifu was a tireless activist, attencling endless
meetings, giving testimony and hard talk at various
community meetings, commissions, hearings and other
ogicialgatherings, constantlg mobi]izing around critical
issues and organizing with others Projects and struc-
tures to strugglc and serve the interests of the Peoplc.
Jn addition to ST ke oA Cend (AT
[Halifu was active in the building and/or work of the
Brotherhood Crusacle, the B]ack Congress, the
Operational Unitg (ommittee, the Countg [Human
Relations (_ommission, \Westminster Neighborhooc{
Association, UJima \/i”age, Watts [Tealth Founda-
tion, Mafundi |nstitute, the \Watts Gang T ask Force,
the US (Census, Mothers in Action, the Watts/
Willowbrook Cl‘lristmas Farade, aswellas otherinstitu-

tions, organizations and Projec’cs.

But as everyone who knows [Talifu knows, the
Watts Summer Festival was his signature work and
way of serving the community. Jt rePresentecl for him
more than a simp]e event or happening ]t was about
what he believed concerning culture and community;

about Preserving memory and ]eaving a legacy. And

it was about uniting all of us in good, joyful and mean-
ingful ways. [Talifu lived and breathed the [Festival. |n
fact, his family, talking abouthow much he caredfor the
Festival, rePorted that they had a regularly rcPcatccl
joke that “T ommy loved his children but the [Testival
was his baby.

Most oFten, the Festiva] worked on a meager,
sometimes non-existent budget, but [Halifu was stead-
fast in Prcserving and Promoting it. He noted that
the [Testival “always oPerated with a rice, beans and
cornbread budget, but it continues because the People
embrace and support it”. [ is greatest ’criumPIﬁ was the
Wattstax (Concert, the Watts Summer Festival Pre-
sentationin 1972, at the| os Ange!es Memorial C oli-
seum which drew over 100,000 Pcop]c and included a
]ong list of major PerFormers and Political leaders. ]t
was designcd as a fundraiser for the [Festival, but did

not ciui’ce work out that way.

What [Halifu liked most about the [Testival and his
four decades of work and struggle in and for the Watts
andlarger Plack community was how it linked him to the
People. [e was a true servant of the People, esPeciallﬂ

the masses, everydag People. Here Malcolm Xwas his

HaIiFu, executive director and Fam Garrett, chair

of the board of the \Watts Summer [Testival.



model in his love for, belief in and commitment to
the masses. [Je loved being with them; sharing and
struggling with them. [ndeed, he gave his life to them.
FForhim, the people’s support of him and the [Festival
were the measure and central meaning of his work.
T hus, he said, ¢| constantly say that without the
People’s support, without the People’s participa-
tion, all is for naught. And
this (along with K awaida
grounding) is my other
source of strength and |
encouragement”. [alifu
enjoyed life and his work,
loved his family and friends,
valued good conversations
and laughedloud, long and
deep in the midst of them.
He also enjogecl lecturing,
reading and drawing up

Plans fora host of things.

[Halifuhasleftus a signiﬁcant ]egacg of commit-
ted social activism and institutiombui]ding, consistent
service to our PeoPIe and constant struggle in the
interest of socialjustice. And we will best honor him
}33 continuing and exPanding the work and strugg]e
to which he gave his life.

Tommg Jacquette~Ha|iFu made his transition
{:o”owinga hard-}cought battle with cancer, Passing in
peace and rising in radiance at home on November

16. r"le is Prececlec{ in Passing bg his brothers

OPerationa] Unit9 at African | iberation D33

T homas [Henson and Robert Bennett. [ e is survived
by his mother, Addie [Henson-Young, | os Angeles; his
wife, Carmen [~ atmon, | os Angeles; foursons: Derek
and Raymond Jacquette, [ os Angeles, Damian and
Juba Jacquette, Phoenix; three daughters: | atrecia
Denise Jacquette Mc[all, |_os Angeles, Julienne [fe
Jacquette Jacobs, St. | ouis, and Shani Jacquette

Freeman, Los Angeles;
a brother, Bob Hensonj

Carmel; two sisters:

Prenda | ake and Diane
Young, | os Angeles;
25 grandchildren; four
great-grand children; two
god-children, Taylor and
Imani; a host of nieces
and nephews and all the
children for which he
served as surrogate father throughout his life in the
Watts and larger | os Angeles community. [Je is also
survived by his best friend, Karl Key-[ekima, whom

he also considered another brotlﬁer.




_ Ag]orious spirit in heaven
A continuing Powcrpu] presence on carth
Justification in the Divine domain.
Resurrection after death.
T hese are the gixcts of the rig}ﬂteous ones.
And rigl'lteous are those who receive them.
Th69 will be counted among the ancestors.
T heir name shall endure as a monument.
And what thcg’vc done on earth
Shall never PCFiSl’! or pass away.

The Sacred [Husia

“The Festiva] came out of the ashes of the ‘65 Revolt and it symbolizes a time when we as
a Pcop]e were as one, when we stood together as a Peop!e and began to address all those
issues that faced us as a Peop]e. We stood as a People in1965. That was an era and a time
that had an effect not onlg here in Watts, but across the US, even from what ] understand,
other Parts of the world. And so for ’chat, l stand and for the future and for those that will fol-
low us, those young People that are coming up toclag and will have to understand the s’cruggle
and the sacrifice that those of us made for them and even forus. . .

Tommy Jacqucttc—HaliFu

The Fami]g, the Watts Summer [Testival and the organization (s
gratexcullg acknowledgc the many words of comfort and
numerous acts of kindness expressed bg friends and the communitg—at—largc.

Asante, asante nyingi na baada ya asante mcl'langa wa Pwani ni haba.

Thanks, mang thanks and compared to the many times we sa thanks,
) j J 4

the grains of sand on the seashore are few.

Maziko Service held at: Watts Labor Commum’tg Action (enter
10950 South Central Avcnuc, Los Angelcs, CA 903859
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