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ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, THE
AMERICAN government launched
an unprovoked, unjustifiable and illegal
attack on the sovereign country of Vene-
zuela, killed at least 80 people, bombed
civilian and military areas, kidnapped its
president, Nicolas Maduro and his wife,
Cilia Adela Flores de Maduro; and
brought them to the United States to try
them and extort oil and other things from
the remaining government officials. This
imperialist aggression not only violates
international law and the rights of the
Venezuelan people, it also reflects an in-
creasing move back toward colonialism
and Europeans’ claim of divine right to
conquer, forcibly convert and savagely
“civilize” people who weren’t, they
claimed, capable of ruling themselves af-
ter thousands of years of having done so
before the advent of these imposter sav-
iors.

Since its founding, the US has suf-
fered from an acute addiction to myths, il-
lusions and outright lies about the disas-
trous and decimating effects on the lives
and lands of other peoples different and
vulnerable. And it will not give them up
easily, as evident by the recent attempts to
eliminate Black Studies and other Ethnic
Studies, the banning and burning of
books, rewriting history and demanding
the teaching of myths, lies and illusions as
truth and history. But as Nana Fannie Lou
Hamer taught, if we are ever to free our-
selves and this country from its oppres-
sive practices, we must stop its lying and
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end the system that lives and kills and jus-
tifies itself by lies.

Thus, in spite of Robert Frost’s po-
etic contention that “The land was ours
before we were the land’s”, this is no
more than a racist and rhetorical attempt
to deny and erase the living presence and
rightful claims of Native Americans, and
intended or not, a perverse and pathetic
effort to avoid the evidence and account-
ability for genocide. Likewise, God is not
a real estate agent making deals, giving or
promising White people other peoples’
lands and blessing them in their genocidal
wars to conquer and exploit these lands
and their peoples. In a word, regardless of
the doctrines claimed and clamored, this
1s imperial conquest and plunder, not a
gift, sign, signal or assignment of special-
ness and superiority from God. Thus, the
Monroe Doctrine, which Trump attempts
to raise from the dead, claimed the West-
ern Hemisphere for American imperial
plunder, warned continental Europeans
away, and pretended interest in the inde-
pendence of these countries, but actually
dictated and degraded their lives and fu-
tures until resisted.

Given this addiction to myths, illu-
sions and lies about its role in history, it is
no wonder that the country’s illusion of a
divinely ordained manifest destiny to con-
quer, control and plunder the lives and
lands of vulnerable and different peoples
would find its current iteration in the vul-
gar and vapid mouth and mind of the
would-be Emperor of the Nordic North,
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Donald Trump. Lacking both skill and
will to do the diplomatic disguised thing,
Trump embraces outright thuggery, form-
ing and presiding over a gangsta govern-
ment, moving between cartel to corporate
thuggery with perverse ease and enjoy-
ment. Thus, without an iota of shame or
shallow pretense of concern for the wel-
fare of the Venezuelan people, he declares
as a gangsta boss that he is going to run
the country, take the oil and impose heavy
penalties of life and death on anyone who
does not cooperate, cower and come to
terms with him.

Here it is important to note that
Trump is not saying and doing these anti-
human and anti-earth things alone, for he
has abundant assistance, sanction and
support, open and disguised. Indeed, he is
simply the monster side of America, the
morally hideous Mr. Hyde, periodically
appearing in diplomatic disguise as Dr.
Jekyll, talking about democracy, Christi-
anity, freedom, justice and such, but even-
tually falling on all four and werewolfing
the world. Indeed, it is his favorite posi-
tion and practice, regardless of other
nights and days on the town and turf.

It is clearly more comforting and
convenient for the perpetuators, enablers,
pundits and people who don’t want to
think about the problems of the world and
what the US is doing to it and its peoples
to focus on some vulnerable scapegoat
and shameless excuse for violating intern-
ational law and the human rights of oth-
ers. But genocide in Palestine, mass mur-
der and resource robbery in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, centuries of

savagery against Haiti and all the other
imperial plunder and crimes against
heaven, humanity and the earth will not
and must not go unanswered. Indeed, they
will not remain absent from the hearts and
minds of the people oppressed and in
struggle nor anyone with minimum moral
conscience. As Nana Dr. Martin Luther
King taught, “the moral arc of the uni-
verse is long, but it bends toward justice”.
But let’s be clear about this teaching; it
depends on the oppressed and struggling
peoples of the world daring to help bend
that arc through righteous and relentless
struggle.

Likewise, Nana Haji Malcolm taught,
that regardless of the time and manner it
takes, the chickens of history will eventu-
ally come home to roost. Moreover, if the
moral arc of the universe bends toward
justice and the chickens of history always
come home, no morally sensitive and
thinking person can doubt that there is
still a just and heavy price to pay for the
oppressors of the world. And whether that
justice is reparative or retributive or both,
we should not believe evil, injustice and
oppression will reign un-challenged or
unchecked forever. Surely, it is the people
who will free themselves from oppression
and injustices of varied kinds. We cannot
count on the liberals who are on leave; the
Democrats who voice concerns essen-
tially about not being asked about impe-
rial plunder rather than preventing and
ending it; or the media reduced to discuss-
ing Trump’s twisted narratives, absorbing
insults, and abandoning any demonstra-
tions of a moral and professional commit-




Page | 3

THE UNMANIFEST DESTINY OF US IMPERIAL PLUNDER:

INDEED, THE CHICKENS OF HISTORY WILL COME HOME
Los Angeles Sentinel, 01-08-26, p. B-1

DR. MAULANA KARENGA

ment to question, criticize and oppose vi-
olations of life, rights and law.
CLEARLY, THIS CALLS FOR SOME hard
choices in the midst of all kinds of
disadvantages and dangers for daring to
speak truth to the people and to power and
to engage in righteous and relentless re-
sistance on every level. These disad-
vantages and devastating effects include
the loss of funding, favor, employment,
freedom, security, and all things related.

But I think here of those who rose up in
resistance before us, not only in the Holo-
caust of enslavement, but also in the sav-
agery of segregation and audaciously of-
fered their life and death to the sacred
cause of freedom and justice and other
shared goods in the world. And I’m reas-
sured that if we are to honor their legacy
by trying as best we can to live it, then, we
must believe, hope and do no less.a

DR. MAULANA KARENGA, Professor Emeritus of Africana Studies, California State University-
Long Beach; Executive Director, African American Cultural Center (Us); Creator of Kwanzaa
and the Nguzo Saba; and author of Kwanzaa: A Celebration of Family, Community and Culture,
and Essays on Struggle: Position and Analysis, www.OfficialK wanzaaWebsite.org; www.Maula-
naKarenga.org. www.AfricanAmericanCulturalCenter-LA.org;



file:///G:/Pubns/LA%20Sentinel/2025/www.OfficialKwanzaaWebsite.org
http://www.maulanakarenga.org/
http://www.maulanakarenga.org/
file:///C:/Users/Maulana/Downloads/www.AfricanAmericanCulturalCenter-LA.org

